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ORAL ARGUMENT SET 

 

 

 Before the court are the following pleadings: 

 

1. Plaintiff’s ARCP Rule 16.1(h) Motion for Sanctions on Defendant and Defense 

Counsel filed September 27, 2018, Defendant’s Response filed October 16, 2018, and 

Plaintiff’s Reply filed October 23, 2018. 

2. Plaintiff’s ARCP Rule 11(c)(3) Motion for Sanctions on Defendant and Defense 

Counsel filed October 19, 2018, Defendant’s Response filed November 7, 2018,  and 

Plaintiff’s Reply filed November 17, 2018.    

3. Plaintiff’s December 2, 2018 Motion for Extension of Time and Clarification of Minute 

Ruling Filed 11/30/2018.   
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1. Plaintiff’s ARCP Rule 16.1(h) Motion for Sanctions on Defendant and Defense 

Counsel1. 

 

 Plaintiff alleges that Defendant acted in bad faith because it refused to increase its 

settlement offer during the parties’ negotiations, and in fact, reduced its offer.  At this time the 

court does not find good cause to grant Plaintiff’s Motion.  However, if this matter proceeds to 

trial, after the record is further developed regarding the strength of the evidence and testimony of 

each side, Plaintiff may re-urge his Motion.  At this time, the court is denying Plaintiff’s Motion 

without prejudice.  

 

 IT IS ORDERED denying Plaintiff’s pleading captioned “Plaintiff’s ARCP Rule 16.1(h) 

Motion for Sanctions on Defendant and Defense Counsel” without prejudice.   

 

2. Plaintiff’s ARCP Rule 11(c)(3) Motion for Sanctions on Defendant and Defense 

Counsel. 

 

 Plaintiff seeks sanctions against Defendant and Defense Counsel.  Defendant, in turn, 

requests attorneys’ fees and costs in filing its Response. 

 

 IT IS ORDERED denying Plaintiff’s Motion for Sanction raised under Rule 11(c)(3).   

 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED denying Defendant’s request for an award of attorneys’ 

fees and costs. 

 

3. Plaintiff’s December 2, 2018 Motion for Extension of Time and Clarification of 

Minute Ruling Filed 11/30/2018.   

 

 In connection with Plaintiff’s Motion for Extension, the court considered and reviewed the 

record from the November 21, 2018 proceeding, including Defendant’s objection to the request 

for an extension of Plaintiff’s Response to the pending Motion for Summary Judgment. 

 

 IT IS ORDERED denying Plaintiff’s request for clarification.   

 

 Judge Whitten was comprehensive in his explanation of his ruling.   

 

                                                 
1 The court considers Plaintiff’s Motion a request for sanctions pursuant Rule 16.1(g) of the 

Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure. 
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 The court does take this opportunity to address a statement in Plaintiff’s Motion in which 

he claims that Judge Whitten said, “they don’t want you to have it.”  Plaintiff claims this alleged 

statement by Judge Whitten reinforces some unfounded claim by Plaintiff of judicial bias Judges 

Warner and Gates have against self-represented litigants.  Plaintiff’s allegation is without any 

basis.   

 

 IT IS ORDERED granting Plaintiff’s Motion for Extension, in part.  Plaintiff’s Response 

to the Motion for Summary Judgment is due on December 11, 2018.   

 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED setting oral argument on Defendant’s October 19, 2018 

Motion for Summary Judgment for 8:30 a.m. on January 9, 2019 in this division.  Counsel and 

the parties, if representing themselves, are to appear in person before: 

 

The Honorable Pamela Gates 

Maricopa County Superior Court 

East Court Building 

101 W. Jefferson 

9th Floor, Courtroom 912 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

Phone: 602-506-6391 

Fax: 602-372-8790 
 

Oral argument shall be limited to one (1) hour with the time divided equally between the 

sides.   

 

NOTE:  All court proceedings are recorded digitally and not by a court reporter.  Pursuant 

to Local Rule 2.22, if a party desires a court reporter for any proceeding in which a court reporter 

is not mandated by Arizona Supreme Court Rule 30, the party must submit a written request to the 

assigned judicial officer at least ten (10) judicial days in advance of the hearing, and must pay the 

authorized fee to the Clerk of the Court at least two (2) judicial days before the proceeding.  The 

fee is $140 for a half-day and $280 for a full day. 

 


